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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Barry L. Jones, Attorney Docket No. RSW920010098US1 on 04 June 2007. 

Title 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: -- METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR POLICY- 
BASED PACKET CLASSIFICATION USING HASHING ALGORITHM-. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 1-4, 7, 8, 12-18, 21, 22, 26-30, 33, 34, and 38 without prejudice or 
disclaimer. Please amend claims 5, 9, 11, 19, 23, 25, 31, 35, and 37, of which claims 5, 
9, 11, 19, 23, 31, and 35 are in independent forms, as follows: 



5. (Currently amended) Th e m e thod of c l aim 1 furth e r comprising: A method in a 
data processing system for processing a request, the method comprising: 
receiving the request: 
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responsive to a first hash value being present within the request, comparing the 
first hash value to a second hash value, wherein the second hash value represents a 
current policy configuration for a quality of service: 

responsive to a match between the first hash value and the second hash value, 
setting a gualitv of service based on information associated with the first hash value: 

responsive to an absence of a hash value in the request, identifying a policy rule 
for processing the request to form an identified policy rule; 

identifying a classification for the request using the identified policy rule; 
hashing the current policy configuration, of which the identified policy rule is a part, 
using a hashing algorithm to generate a current hash value; and 

placing the current hash value and the information into the request. 

9. (Currently amended) Th e m e thod of c l a i m 8 furth e r compris i ng: A method in a 
data processing system for processing a request, the method comprising: 

responsive to receiving a reguest containing a selected cookie in which the 
selected cookie includes a first hash value and information associated with the hash 
value, determining whether the first hash value corresponds to a second hash value, 
wherein the second hash value represents a current policy configuration for processing 
requests by the data processing system: 

responsive to a correspondence between the first hash value and the second 
hash value, processing the request using the information; 
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responsive to receiving a request containing the selected cookie, determining 
whether the selected cookie is stale; 

responsive to an abs e nc e of a determination that the selected cookie [[being]] is 
not stale, generating a new classification for the request for th e r e qu e st ; and 

responsive to a determination that the selected cookie b ei ng is stale, preventing 
initiation of the d e t e rm i n i ng step of determining whether the first hash value 
corresponds to a second hash value . 

11. The method of claim 9, [[8,]] wherein the selected cookie includes a universal 
resource identifier, a user identification, and a user group identification. 

1 9. (Currently amended) Th e data proc e ss i ng syst e m of c l a i m 15 furth e r compr i sing: 
A data processing system for processing a request, the comprising: 
receiving means for receiving the reguest: 

comparing means, responsive to a first hash value being present within the 
reguest, for comparing the first hash value to a second hash value, wherein the second 
hash value represents a current policy configuration for a gualitv of service: and 

setting means, responsive to a match between the first hash value and the 
second hash value, for setting a gualitv of service based on information associated with 
the first hash value: 

first identifying means, responsive to an absence of a hash value in the request, 
for identifying a policy rule for processing the request to form an identified policy rule; 
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second identifying means for identifying a classification for the request using the 
identified policy rule; 

hashing means for hashing the current policy configuration, of which the 
identified policy rule is a part, using a hashing algorithm to generate a current hash 
value; and 

placing means for placing the current hash value and the information into the 
request. 

23. (Currently amended) Th e m e thod of c l a i m 22 , A data processing system for 
processing a request, the data processing system comprising: 

first determining means, responsive to receiving a reguest containing a selected 
cookie in which the selected cookie includes a first hash value and information 
associated with the hash value, for determining whether the first hash value 
corresponds to a second hash value, wherein the second hash value represents a 
current policy configuration for processing reguests by the data processing system: 

processing means, responsive to a correspondence between the first hash value 
and the second hash value, for processing the reguest using the information: 
wh e r ei n th e d e t e rmining m e ans is a first d e t e rmining m e ans and furth e r compr i s i ng: 

second determining means, responsive to receiving a request containing the 
selected cookie, for determining whether the selected cookie is stale; 

generating means, responsive to an abs e nc e of a determination that the cookie 
[[being]] is not stale, for generating a new classification for the request; and 
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preventing means, responsive to a determination that the cookie [[being]] is stale, 
for preventing initiation of the first determining means. 

25. (Currently amended) The data processing system of claim 23^ [[22]], wherein the 
selected cookie includes a universal resource identifier, a user identification, and a 
group identification. 

31 . (Currently amended) Th e comput e r program product of c l a i m 27 furth e r 
compr i s i ng: A computer program product in a computer readable medium for 
processing a request, the computer program product comprising: 
first instructions for receiving the reguest: 

second instructions, responsive to a first hash value being present within the 
reguest, for comparing the first hash value to a second hash value, wherein the second 
hash value represents a current policy configuration for a gualitv of service: 

third instructions, responsive to a match between the first hash value and the 
second hash value, for setting a gualitv of service based on information associated with 
the first hash value. 

fourth instructions, responsive to an absence of a hash value in the request, for 
identifying a policy rule for processing the request to form an identified policy rule; 

fifth instructions for identifying a classification for the request using the identified 
policy rule; 
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sixth instructions for hashing the current policy configuration, of which the 
identified policy rule is a part, using a hashing algorithm to generate a current hash 
value; and 

seventh instructions for placing the current hash value and the information into 
the request. 

35. (Currently amended) Th e comput e r program product of c l a i m 34 further 
compr i s i ng : A computer program product in a computer readable medium for processing 
a request, the computer program product comprising: 

first instructions, responsive to receiving a request containing a selected cookie 
in which the selected cookie includes a first hash value and information associated with 
the hash value, for determining whether the first hash value corresponds to a second 
hash value, wherein the second hash value represents a current policy configuration for 
processing requests by the data processing system: 

second instructions, responsive to a correspondence between the first hash 
value and the second hash value, for processing the reguest using the information: 

third instructions, responsive to receiving a request containing the selected 
cookie, for determining whether the selected cookie is stale; 

fourth instructions, responsive to an absence by a determination that the cookie 
[[being]] is not stale, for generating a new classification for the request; and fifth 
instructions, responsive to a determiniation that the s elected cookie being stale, for 
preventing initiation of the first determining step. 
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37. The computer program product of claim 35, [[34]], wherein the selected cookie 
includes a universal resource identifier, a user identification, and a group identification. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the closet 
prior art of record (Moses, U.S. Patent No. 6,499,110 B1) does not teach nor suggest in 
detail "responsive to an absence of a hash value in the request, identifying a policy rule 
for processing the request to form an identified policy rule; identifying a classification for 
the request using the identified policy rule; hashing the current policy configuration, of 
which the identified policy rule is a part, using a hashing algorithm to generate a current 
hash value; and placing the current hash value and the information into the request." 

The dependent claims further limit the independent claims and are considered 
allowable on the same basis as the independent claims as well as for the further 
limitations set forth. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance. 1 ' 

3. Claims 5, 6, 9-11, 19, 20, 23-25, 31, 32, and 35-37 are allowed. Renumbered 1- 
15. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jude jean-Gilles whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3914. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-6:00, 1st and 2nd Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jude Jean-Gilles 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 
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06/06/2007 
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